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April 2, 2014

The Honorable Angus L.K. McKe|vey, Chair
and Members of the
Committee on Health

House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 325
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair McKe|vey and Members of the Committee:

SUBJECT: Senate Bill No. 2478, HD1, Relating to Health

The City and County of Honolulu respectfully opposes S.B. 2478, HD1, which
seeks to expand the scope of practice for chiropractors. In addition to the concerns that
have been previously raised by the medical community as to the efficacy of such
treatment, expanding the ability of chiropractors to treat the whole body would
significantly increase costs in workers‘ compensation.

The City, therefore, asks that S.B. 2478, HD1 be held. In the alternative,
we request that the Committee limit the reimbursement and number of allowable
treatments for chiropractic care for workers‘ compensation to the same amounts
that currently exist in the motor vehicle insurance laws.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Zea/l¢aZ§€»?2~
Carolee C. Kubo
Director



PRESENTATION OF THE
BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS

TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE

TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE
Regular Session of 2014

Wednesday, April 2, 2014
2:10 p.m.

TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 2478, H.D. 1, RELATING TO HEALTH.

TO THE HONORABLE ANGUS L.K. MCKELVEY, CHAIR,
AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

My name is Robert Klein, D.C., and I am the Chairperson of the Board of

Chiropractic Examiners (“Board”). Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in

support of Senate Bill No. 2478, H.D. 1, Relating to Health.

The Board reviewed and discussed this bill at its January 23, 2014 Board

meeting.

Section 1 of this bill defines and clarifies the chiropractic scope of practice.

Section 2 of this bill clarifies the additional post-licensure examinations that the

Board may require.

Finally, Section 3 of this bill allows a chiropractor to use the term, “chiropractic

physician".

The Board supports Senate Bill No. 2478, H.D. 1, as it will update the scope of

practice for chiropractic to reflect standards of care, practices, and terminology which

keeps abreast with the advances in health care and the profession.

The Board respectfully requests your Committee’s approval and passage of this

measure. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 2478, H.D. 1.
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HAWAII MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

- 1360 S. Beretania Street, Suite 200, Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
Phone (808) 536-7702 Fax (808) 528-2376 www.hmaon|ine.net
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TO:
COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
Rep. Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
Rep. Derek S.K. Kawakami, Vice Chair

DATE: Wednesday, April 02, 2014
TIME: 2:10 pm
PLACE: Conference Room 325

FROM: Hawaii Medical Association
Dr. Walton Shim, MD, President
Dr. Linda Rasmussen, MD, Legislative Co-Chair
Dr. Ron Keinitz, DO, Legislative Co-Chair
Dr. Christopher Flanders, DO, Executive Director
Lauren Zirbel, Community and Government Relations

Re: SB 2478

Position: Opposition.

The Hawaii Medical Association stands in opposition to SB 2478 at this time. There is evidence
in many states that expanding scope in this fashion will result in unnecessary tests, increased
cost of medical care, and unnecessary and inappropriate treatment. Under the ACA insurance
companies no longer have any choice and much reimburse up to the State's scope of practice.
Keeping this in mind we must be very mindful of all scope of practice changes and the effect of
this on premium costs.

We would like to offer the following amendments if the committee wishes to move this bill
forward. However, we do believe that there are still costs associated with this bill that can be
better addressed by insurance testimony.

Suggested amendments:

Remove Page 3 Lines 8 — 11 orthe language "Use an other method of examination for diagnosis
and analysis taught by an accredited chiropractic college and approved by the board in
accordance with this chapter and rules adopted pursuant to this chapter."

Officers
President - Walton Shim, MD President-E/ect— Robert Sloan, MD

Secretary - Thomas Kosasa, MD Immediate Past President — Stephen Kemble , MD
Treasurer— Brandon Lee, MD Executive Director — Christopher Flanders, DO



Why? This language gives the board unprecedented authority to define scope of practice in any
number of ways with no oversight.

Remove the use of the term "physician".

Why? This is confusing to patients.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.
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TESTIMONY OF IANICE FUKUDA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
Representative Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair

Representative Derek S.K. Kawakami, Vice Chair

Wednesday, April 2, 2014
2:10 p.m.

SB 2478 HD1

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kawakami, and members of the Committee, my name is
Janice Fukuda, Assistant Vice President, Workers’ Compensation Claims at First
Insurance, testifying on behalf of Hawaii Insurers Council. Hawaii Insurers Council is a
non-profit trade association of property and casualty insurance companies licensed to
do business in Hawaii. Member companies unden/vrite approximately one third of all
property and casualty insurance premiums in the state.

Hawaii Insurer Council oggoses SB 2478, HD1. Throughout the early and mid-1990's,
property and casualty insurers were under severe scrutiny by the Legislature because
of the rising cost of insurance, particularly motor vehicle and workers’ compensation
insurance. Our analysis showed that increasing medical costs were attributed to the
treatment of soft tissue injury, largely by chiropractors. There were a number of law
changes from 1993 to 1998 to the motor vehicle insurance law as well as the workers’
compensation law. As a result, costs for these types of insurance has decreased
significantly and stabilized for a number of years.

Chiropractors have made attempts over the years to expand their scope of practice.
Since the motor vehicle insurance law was changed to limit the number and amount of
chiropractic reimbursement, costs have stabilized in this area. Workers’ compensation
insurance however does not have the same cost controls in place. Expansion of
chiropractors‘ scope to the whole body would increase costs in workers’ compensation.
Currently, a chiropractors office visit ranges from $176 to $ 200 vs. $50 to $176 for a
medical doctor's office visit. The cost difference is because chiropractors are able to



Hawaii Insurers Council Page 2 CPC
April 2, 2014 SB 2478, HD1

charge for manipulation and up to four procedure codes per visit. Even though
utilization is limited per treatment plan, additional treatment plans are routinely
submitted.

The 1997 Legislature dealt with the issues of chiropractic treatment versus other
medical disciplines in Act 78. This bill seeks again to expand chiropractic beyond the
scope established in that Act after much in depth testimony as to the medical and
financial implications. We believe the various medical disciplines, including chiropractic,
are appropriately defined in Title 25 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes and these proposed
amendments should not be enacted.

The consequence of their expanded scope of treatment will be higher costs in these
areas. It will erode years of legislative reform and will contribute to increasing medical
costs for motor vehicle and workers’ compensation insurance. Hawaii Insurers Council
is also concerned about the quality of care for injured persons and we believe
chiropractors‘ treatment should be limited to the spine.

Therefore, we respectfully request that SB 2478, HD1 be held. However, if this
committee feels it is appropriate to move the bill, we ask that you at least limit the
reimbursement amount and the number of treatments as it exists in the motor vehicle
insurance law. The following language should be inserted where appropriate to Chapter
386-21:

“Chiropractic treatments shall be allowed for not more than the lesser of
thiltv visits at no more than $75 a visit plus no more than five x-ravs at no
more than $50 each."

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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Q>nnnitt_c§_pn Consurner Protection and Commerce
Chair, Rep. Angus Mclielvey

For Hearing on
Wednesday, April 2., 2014

At 2:15 pm
Conference Room 32$

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2478

Aloha Rep. McKelvey and members of the committee:

1 have been the Executive Director ofthe Hawaii State Chiropractic Association for 15 years and its
President for the last 7 years. I have been in practice for 26 years in Hawaii. I know my profession well
as well as the doctors who provide chiropractic service to thousands ofHawaii residents who rely on our
care for their various problems.

From the time I started practice, I have been frustrated by a chiropractic practice act in Hawaii that
insufliciently describes what chiropractors can do based on education, national certification. and
licensure. The bill before you, SB 2478, passed out of the Senate (JPN Committee unamended because it
understood how important it is to have a practice act that truly reflects the practice based on established
qualifications.

Some of the people who oppose our attempt to update our practice act know little about the service we
provide. They call this bill an “expansion” ofpractice. lt is an indication that they barely understand the
profession ofchiropractic. They have a narrow impression ofwhat chiropractic is. ‘Whether it is that they
don’t know much about chiropractic care or they don’t want to know more than they do. the effect is the
same. Their limited knowledge of our practice should not be given serious consideration

Some people oppose updating our practice act for purely economic reasons. Keeping the practice act
in its present form permits them to continue to deny chiropractors reimburscrnent for treatments we are
able and qualified to deliver. The Hawaii Insurers’ C0\mcil’s cost figures for chiropractic, for example,
ate inflated and they clon’t provide reliable data to justify their allegation of cost comparisons with
medical doctors. If anything, the figures should be reversed. Insurers simply don't want to pay tor
services, even if it provides resolution and relief. They make their decision ofwhat they are willing to
pay for based purely on economics and not on whether the service is medically necessary.

HF'F‘—l7llrEFll»'l 1E!34F'M FQXI IDIREP KFINFIKHPII PFILEEIQEIE F‘=9T'1



Fflease don’t_ be persuaded by battles. Chiropractic provides services that are not provided bytraditional medical care. When chiropractic first came on the scene in Hawaii in 1925. it was put into the
Medici’-1 B°"d- BY the 194(l’$» l\0WeVeI, the legislature. in its wisdom, understood that chiropractic was
unique as a pIOfBS$i0l1 and established the Chiropractic Board. We have had our own board over 311155

The medical establishment as an organization has done little to learn about chiropractic and its place in
healthcare tZl6]lV€1'y'. Fortunately, over the last decade, medical health plans like HMSA, Kaiser, HMAA,
and UI-IA have included chiropractic among its benefits. National plans such as United Healthcaze and
Blue Cross/Blue Shield have had chiropractic coverage for many years. Medicare has also recognizedchiropractic for decades, as has the workers‘ compensation systems across the country. Clliroptaclots
have always acknowledged the necessity and value ofthe services provided by our allopathic colleagues.
However. we have not felt their appreciation of the services we provide, even though more and more
doctors, as individuals, are referring their patients to chiropractors today.

It’s time for the medical profession to acknowledge that the world is moving to an integrative model of
healthcare delivery and that no doctor, alone, has all the answers. The Governor’s recent State Innovative
Model (SIM) plan included many different services. I sat shoulder-to-shoulder with medical doctors and
health plans in the development of this model as a member ofthe Coordinated Care Network Committee.
The broad agreement was that we have to stop looking at medical care as services operating as silos.
Patient-centered care, the medical model ofthe future, will require all healthcare professionals to work
together and provide patients the best of integrative care.

Chiropractic is a unique service and deserves a practice act that describes the parameters of its practice.
Detractors such as payors and those who feel competitive with us have motives that are not focused on
providing the best of quality care to our citizens. We need multiple disciplines and a truly integrative
approach to healthcare delivery in the 21" century. We need to lead the way, instead ofbeing bogged
down by old precepts and prejudices. We’re looking to our elected leaders to be above the fray and enact
reasonable laws that protect not only our professions and organization, but that also protect the public by
providing them the best services possible and giving them choice and access, without which we nrruain in
the shackles of old school medicine.

ADDITIONAL NOTE:

in the limiting before your committee on March 7’, you heard testimony from Dr. Michael McLean,» _
DC, who identified himself as the President of the ICA (International Chiropractic Association). The lCA
is an ultra-conservative branch of the chiropractic profession with few members nationally, many of
whom are chiropractic students and not actual licensed practitioners. The American Chiropractic
Association, on the other hand, is the largest professional association with more than 7 times the
membership of the ICA. The ACA fully supports this bill as you saw in their testimonies.

Dr. McLean isn't a Hawaii Resident. He is a permanent resident of Virginia Beach. VA, Wllere he 1111*‘
his practice. I-Ie is only an occasional visitor to Hawaii because his wife maintains a practice here.
wife, Pat, is also not a resident of Hawaii. Neither ofthem vote in Hawaii. Yet, ‘Dr. McLean seems intent
on influencing Hawaii policy-making by his testimony. Please disregard his testimony as not reflective ot
how chiropractic serves the people ofHawaii. We don‘! want our profession defined by a person who isnt
living his practice in Hawaii and won't even be affected by the passage Of SB 2473-

+:n-31314 is-=3-1F-|~| FQIZ: IDHQEF‘ KRNRKFNI F'lla15E:1Jt33 t=~=i:-.1?



Additionally in the hearing, you heard from Dr. Nicholas Opie, DC. Dr. Opie is a member of the ICA
and was once its representative from Hawaii. Dr‘ Opie was disabled by a stroke many years ago and has
been unable to practice. An update of the practice act for chiropractors, therefore, will not afiect him,
either. Dr. Nick Opie’s testimony does not reflect the practice and philosophy of the majority of
chiropractors in Hawaii, not the rest of the country. His views are skewed by a very narrow view of
Cl1iIOpl“dCUC that hasn‘t evolved since the early 1900's, whereas the education and training ofchiropractors
in accredited colleges have advanced beyond those early fundamental beliefs. As chiropractic moves
forward into the future to serve the public lll better and more efiective ways, Dr. Opie will not be part of
that movement.

As a democratic pmfession, we support the right ofour colleagues to disagree. We are not a cookie-
cutter profession. But, we should be cautious to put into perspective the opinions of the few with the
rights and privileges of the many.

And, whether modern medicine can accept it or not, there is also modern chiropractic medicine. Our
reasoned judgment should support best practices in medicine and, by doing so, protect the public inteiests
with better laws.

We urge you to support SB 2478. Tha.n.k you for considering these comments.

Dr. Gary Saito, DC
President and Executive Director
Hawaii State Chiropractic Association

,_
'
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Healing Hands Chiropractic
45—510A Kamehameha Hwy

Kaneohe HI 96744
808-753-1242

James Finley DC

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMBER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
Rep. Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair
Rep. Derek S.K. Kawakami, Vice Chair

Date: 4/02/2014
Time: 2:10 PM
Place: Conf Room 325

I SUPPORT SB 2478 HD1

Aloha Chair McKelvey and members of the committee:

My name is Dr. James Finley and I am a practicing Chiropractor in the State of Hawaii. I have
had the opportunity to practice chiropractic on the Windward side of Oahu for over 11 years. I
am a current member ofthe Hawaii State Chiropractic Association. lam board certified from
the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners, and have passed all four national chiropractic
boards.

I hold a Bachelor of Science degree in Pre~Med from Louisiana State University. After LSU, I
attended 4 years of graduate school at Life University-College of Chiropractic. The requirement
to become a Doctor of Chiropractic is a 4 year undergraduate bachelor degree in addition to the
4 years of Chiropractic study, for a total of 8 years of college and graduate school education.
Our education standards to become a doctor of chiropractic mirror that of Dentists. It is
important to note that to be any kind of doctor in the United States we all must take the same
foundational education courses. We all must understand physiology, anatomy, pathology and
public health. On average, Chiropractors actually have 200 more hours of class time and clinical
study time than medical doctors do. A recent review of both medical and chiropractic colleges
found that chiropractors are required to have nearly double the amount of education hours for
physiology and anatomy while in subjects such as X-ray and orthopedics we have over 150 more
hours in each subject alone. For the subject on diagnosis, the ratio is 408 hours for
chiropractors to 113 for medical doctors.

Life University is a CCE, Council on Chiropractic Education, accredited Chiropractic College. The
CCE is the agency that is overseen by the US Department of Education. learned this post
graduate level of education to one day be able to apply my knowledge and skills as a
Chiropractic Physician.



After I graduated chiropractic school in the late 90s, I practiced in a state where chiropractors
were referred to as Chiropractic Physicians. When I moved to Hawaii over a decade ago, I
quickly noticed that we were not yet referred to as Chiropractic Physicians. This was a
demotion in title and practice for me however I accepted it because I was determined to make
a life for myself and my family in this beautiful state. I am in favor to retain the terminology of
chiropractic physician in this bill.

Our scope of practice in the State of Hawaii is out of date and has not afforded me these rights
as a Doctor. The current scope actually hinders us from helping our patients. Our hands are
tied in terms of treatment, diagnosis and deciding and providing the appropriate healthcare.
Chiropractic is more than just the spine. Chiropractors are highly educated and trained to
address the whole body and neuro-musculoskeletal system. The current scope restricts
chiropractors to the spine only. I believe the scope of practice should be updated to reflect the
healthcare that we were trained to administer. Even the US federal government programs
such as Medicare refer to Doctors of Chiropractic as Chiropractic Physicians.

Chiropractors are Doctors first, and we have a responsibility to the public to deliver care that
we are qualified to perform.

I urge this committee to pass SB2478 HD1.

Thank you for this opportunity to support SB 2478.

Sincerely,

juicy;
James Finley DC
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Rachel M. Klein, N.D., D.C., D.A.C.N.B.

2070 Kilauea Avenue Hilo, Hawaii 96720 : Fax (808) 959-4580 : Phone (808) 959-4588

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
Rep. Angus McKelvey, Chair

Rep. Derek Kawakami, Vice Chair

DATE: Wednesday, April 2, 2014
TIME: 2:00pm
PLACE: Conference Room 325

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2478 HDI

Dear Chair McKelvey and members of the committee:

I support SB2478 HD1 and encourage you to pass this measure!

I am a newly licensed chiropractic practitioner in Hawaii, having just returned to my
home town of Hilo after five long and difficult years of training to become a chiropractic
physician.

As a recent graduate, I have been trained to diagnose and treat a wide variety of bodily
conditions and to work within the broader health care system using appropriate
examinations and referrals to provide the best possible patient care. Chiropractic college
trained me to treat the whole body (not just the spine) and to serve as a primary care
physician, not only a musculoskeletal specialist.

I practiced for about a year and a helf in Illinois where I attended school. In that
jurisdiction, typical for most of the U.S., I was considered a physician. I had the
responsibility to serve as a primary care practitioner. My training, like that of all D.C.s,
prepared me to fulfill that role.

SB 2478 HDl would bring Hawaii’s standards up to a national norm. It would allow our
chiropractic doctors to act in the role for which they have been trained, not limiting them
to a narrow scope of activities. It would result in better natural health services being
available for Hawaii’s public.

Please pass SB 2478 HDI. Thank for the opportunity to give this testimony

Sincerely,

Rachel M. Klein, N.D., D.C., D.A.B.C.N.

Diplomate of the American Board of Chiropractic Neurology
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March 31,2014 '

House Consumer Protection & Commerce Committee
Chair Rep. Angus McKelvey

Hearing on Wednesday, April 2
2:10 pm in Conference room 325

Re: SB 2478 - SCOPE OF PRACTICE ACT

Dear Chair McKelvey and members of the committee

“I support SB 2478 HD1”

Aloha my name is Dr. Eric Wruck, DC. I am practicing on the island ofMAUI, and I SUPPORT SB
2478 HD1. I have been practicing here on Maui since 1996. And have lived here with my family from
childhood. Whenl returned home after college, I realized the limited scope We currently have would
limit and negatively affect the care of my patients. Most states now take advantage of expansive
education and training we have received and are realizing the much needed service we provide in the
overall healthcare dilemma our country is currently facing. As you know through our extensive education
we are neuromusculoskeletal specialists for the whole body and offer excellent conservative treatment
measures and appropriate referrals. By bringing our practice act this will allow us to participate in patient
care within the original scope ofour education and further help alleviate bottling necking it the current
healthcare system. We also act as poital ofentry physicians in identifying other conditions and
diaguosis’s and referring to the appropriate healthcare provider or specialists in the system thereby "
relieving pressure in the triage component of the healthcare dilemma. '

Across many countries and federal programs we are seen as specialists of the neuromusculoskeletal
system of the whole body. We are regarded as chiropractic physicians in many programs, and that other
states already include this designation in their practice acts. We want this committee to recognize the
chiropractic scope of practice as it is meant to be practiced today according to our education, certification,
and license . .

We want to bring the practice act in line with the curricula of the accredited chiropractic colleges, with the
National Board Examinations, and with Hawaii's Administrative rules describing the practice of
chiropractic.

Anyone who thinks this bill is an expansion of our practice act knows little to nothing about What
chiropractic actually is and the service it can provide within our accredited educational background. It
illustrates a lack ofknowledge about national chiropractic standards of practice in the 21st century.



Chiropractic was never about the spine onl;,: Chiropractic was always about the neuromusculoskeletal
system of the whole body. There are specific insurance and healthcare entities that are motivated by
limited chiropractic benefits to the spine only as an economic strategy to limit their costs by restricting
chiropractic services to only those areas they were Willing to pay for. It was not a decision about what
chiropractors are qualified to deliver in healthcare.

Chiropractic is the third-largest doctoral level healthcare profession in the country, behind only MD's and
dentists. Chiropractors are already regarded as physicians in maj or federal programs such as Medicare, in
many private healthcare plans, and in state progranis like workers’ compensation. Thirteen other states
already define chiropractors as chiropractic physicians.

The Hawaii Insurers‘ Council clahn that chiropractic visits cost $175-$200 does not have a basis in fact. 1
know this as a practicing physician or. Maui as a FACT this is untrue. A simple review of the CPT
procedure codes would relay that fact. They provide no evidentiary data that this is the average cost of
chiropractic services in Hawaii.

Dr. Nick Opies testimony does not reflect ‘J16 practice and philosophy of the majority of chiropractors in
Hawaii, nor the rest of the country. His views are skewed by a very narrow view of chiropractic that
hasn't evolved since the early 1900's, Whereas the education and training of chiropractors in accredited
colleges have advanced beyond those early fundamental beliefs. Chiropractic has become integrated in
most large-scale healthcare programs because of the continual improvement of our education and trairiing

Dr.’ Michael McLean, while testifying in Hawaii, is not a resident of Hawaii. He resides in Virginia
Beach, VA, where his practice is also located. He is only an occasional visitor to Hawaii. He does not
vote in the State of Hawaii, yet is attempting to manipulate policy—mal<ing in Hawaii by testifying before
you. The passage of this bill will not affect his life or his practice, but his testimony is attempting to
affect our local doctors who live and work here. There are more than 60,000 chiropractors in the U.S.
Dr. McLean represents only about 8% of practicing chiropractors in the country and only 4 % of the
chiropractors in Hawaii.

“I urge this committee to pass SB 2478 HD1. Thank you.”

Sincerely,

t

Dre Eric Wruck, DC

l

\
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Robert E. Klein, D.C., F.A.C.O.

2070 Kilauea Avenue Hilo, Hawaii 96720 2 Fax (808) 959-4580 : Phone (808) 959-4588

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
Rep. Angus McKelvey, Chair

Rep. Derek Kawakami, Vice Chair

DATE: Wednesday, April 2, 2014
TIME: 2:00pm
PLACE: Conference Room 325

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2478 HDI

Dear Chair McKelvey and members of the committee:

I have submitted previous testimony on behalf of the Board of Chiropractic Examiners, in
my official capacity as Chairman of that body, within the Department of Commerce and
Consumer Affairs, in support of SB 2478. Below is my personal testimony on this matter.

I have been licensed and practicing as a Doctor of Chiropractic here in Hawaii since I980
(thirty-four years) and have been active in the affairs of this profession throughout that
time. I have been an officer in the Hawaii County Chiropractic Society, Hawaii
Chiropractic Association and Hawaii State Chiropractic Association. I’m a member of the
American Chiropractic Association, the largest national group representing chiropractors,
and I currently serve as Hawaii’s state delegate to that organization. I currently chair the
Hawaii State Board of Chiropractic Examiners and also serve on the National Board of
Chiropractic Examiners, administering practical examinations which are used for
licensing our doctors in Hawaii. In addition, I am Hawaii County Regional Director for
ChiroPlan Hawaii, our state’s largest chiropractic independent practice association.

SB 2478 HDl conforms to the very best national standards in chiropractic practice. It
clarifies our statute to match already existing administrative rules, removing ambiguity. It
closely matches the “model practice act” recommended for states by the Federation of
Chiropractic Licensing Boards. It will serve both to protect public safety and to promote
the greatest utilization of the skills and training which the chiropractic profession can
offer to the people of Hawaii.

Please approve SB 2478 HDl. Thank for the opportunity to give this testimony

Sincerely,

Robefl E. Klein, D.C., F.A.C.O.

Diplomate of the American Board of Chiropractic Orthopedists
Member of the International College of Applied Kinesiology
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COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE
Rep. Angus L.K. McKelvey, Chair

Rep. Derek S. K. Kawakami, Vice Chair

Date: Wednesday, April 2, 2014
Time: 2:10 pm
Place: Conference Room 325

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB Z478, HD1

Dear Chair McKelvey and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support SB 2478, HD1 on behalf of the American Chiropractic
Association (ACA). The ACA is the largest professional association in the United States advocating for over
130,000 doctors of chiropractic (DCs), chiropractic assistants (CA5) and chiropractic doctoral students. ACA
promotes the highest standards of ethics and patient care, contributing to the health and well-being to an
estimated 27 million individuals annually across the United States. We believe this update to statutory
language defining the practice of chiropractic in Hawaii will prove beneficial to the patient population
served by our members.

We strongly support the efforts of the chiropractic profession in Hawaii and across the U.S. to uphold and
profess to practice to the highest standards of our education and training. We also strongly believe that
the practice laws and administrative regulations should fully reflect our clinical training and education,
translating that into everyday chiropractic practice. This affords the health care consumer the broadest of
choices in healthcare providers and the delivery of their services.

The language of SB 2478, HD1 gives the people of Hawaii the ability to access Chiropractic Physicians who
can practice at the highest clinical level. Additionally, the practice law that is here put forth allows for
Chiropractic Physicians to continue to upgrade their education and services as medical science advances in
the future.

Please pass out from your Committee SB 2478, HD1 to give the people better health care choices now and
in the future.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2478, HD1.

Sincerely,

flfl /</-/44w-~
Anthony .Hamm, DC
Presiden

1701 Clarendon Blvd. I Arlington, VA 22209 | T: 703 276 8800 | F: 703 243 2593 I acatoday.org
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Governor, District 7 (HI, CA & NV, Guam, American Samoa & Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands)
Joseph G. Morelli, Jr., D.C., F.l.C.C.
94-050 Farrington Hwy., Ste. E1-1B
Waipahu, HI 96787-1841
T: (808)671-2685
F: (808) 761-9368
e: crunch@aloha.net

To: Rep. Angus L. K. McKelvey, Chair
Rep. Derek S. K. Kawakami, Vice Chair
COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE

From: Joseph G. Morelli, Jr., D.C., F.I.C.C., District Vll Governor,
American Chiropractic Association

Date: Wednesday, April 02, 2014
Time: 2:10 pm
Place: Conference Room 325

Subject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SB 2478, HD1

My name is Dr. Joseph G. Morelli, Jr., and l am a Doctor of Chiropractic in Hawaii, practicing here in
Waipahu for the past 36 years. I currently hold the elected office as the District 7 Govemor on the Board of
Govemors of the American Chiropractic Association. I represent the local Hawaii Doctors of Chiropractic
and also represent all the Doctors of Chiropractic in Califomia, Nevada, Guam, American Samoa and the
Mariana Islands.

The American Chiropractic Association is the largest Chiropractic professional representative organization
in the world. We represent more than three times as many Doctors of Chiropractic than any other
association in the U.S. and the world. I give this as testimony to voice our strong support to the intent of SB
2478, HD1.

The update of the practice act before you, SB 2478 streamlines the licensing language of the law regarding
Doctors of Chiropractic here in Hawaii. We believe that the updating of the existing language of the law this
bill amends will go a long way in allowing additional access and choice in the health care providers and
services for the general Hawaii public.

Additionally, the simplification of the practice act language allows for Doctors of Chiropractic to practice as
they are trained now, and in the filture as clinical medical/chiropractic science advances. SB 2478 allows the
doctors in their offices to keep up with clinical and educational changes thus meeting the highest national
standards as the needs of our patients require.

Please pass SB 2478, I-ID] from your committee for the sake of the health of the I-Iawaii public, helping to
insure that the medical/chiropractic care delivered in our islands is the best that it can be with ease of access.

1101 Clarendon Blvd. | Arlington, VA 22209 | 1:103 216 aaoo | F: 103 243 2593 | acatoday.org
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, April 01, 2014 4:45 AM
To: CPCtestimony
Cc: jp|eiss1@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB2478 on Apr 2, 2014 14:10PM

SB2478
Submitted on: 4/1/2014
Testimony for CPC on Apr 2, 2014 14:10PM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I James Pleiss Individual Support No I

Comments: My name is James A Pleiss, DC and I have practiced on Maui for over 30 years. I am
currently vice-chair of the Hawaii State Board of Chiropractic Examiners. I support SB2478 HD1. This
will serve to update our practice act to conform to national standards. PLEASE AMEND THE BILL TO
ADD THE WORDS "AND PROCEDURES" AFTER THE WORD "PHYSlCAL MODALlTlES". SO IT
SHOULD READ "PHYSlCAL MODALITIES AND PROCEDURES". This will accurately depict our
training and current licensing in Hawaii. Thank you.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitoI.hawaii.gov

1
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Randy R. Collins, DC, DABCO
um Paa st‘, #4 Hunoi\f|U,H|§819

COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMEBQ

Rep, Angus L.K. McKei\‘ey, Chair

Rep. Derek 5.i( Kawakaml, Vice Chair

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB Z478, HD1

Dear Chair McKelvey and members ofthe committee:

The Chiropractic profession has been growing since its inception in 1895. Like other professions we
appreciate and respect our early pioneers’ efforts, but understand that with time professions grow and
develop, and rarely remain the same as they were originally. Research and education cause us to
question procedures and make changes to improve the delivery of Chiropractic treatment. There
continues to be to be a few vocal "chiropractic fundamentalists" which believe to this day that the early
pioneers of this profession discovered chiropractic as whole and complete and unaiterabie, even in the
face of new scientific information. SB Z478 allows us to practice with the most up to date education as
taught by CCE accredited Chiropractic Colleges. CCE accreditation is recognized by the U.S. Dept. of
Education. Passing SB 2478 protects the consumer by allowing Chiropractors to utilize the latest
procedures and modalities they were trained to perform in college. We cannot allow others to stagnate
an entire profession from learning and advancing as science and understanding changes.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2478, HD1.

Sincerely,/Mflee
Randy R. Collins. D.C., D.A.B.C.O.

W, WT‘, lm, rsrni run iii ir
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Paul Willems, D.C.
P.O. Box 80230
Haiku, HI 96708

April 1, 2014
House Consumer Protection & Commerce Committee
Chair McKelvey and members of the committee

Please support SB 2478 HD1

I have been a doctor of chiropractic since 1989 holding license to practice
in 5 states. I have been practicing in Maui Hawaii since 2000.
Hawaii has been in dire need of updating it Chiropractic practice act as it neither
reflects the training chiropractors receive nor the scope of practice seen in other
states.

in the fourteen years I have practiced in Hawaii twice there has been issue with
the very basic right of ordering laboratory tests like a common blood panel.
Fortunately this has been remedied but resulted in the public being denied
access to this basic service by their doctor of chiropractic.

l personally have a bachelors of science degree in Human Biology with post
graduate training in Nutrition before attaining my doctorate degree in chiropractic
Please be informed that the required course work for matrlculating into
Chiropractic College in 1986 was IDENTICAL to that necessary for Medical,
Osteopathic, Optometry, Dental, or Veterinary college.

Under my chiropractic license l have perfomied DOT exams for the state of
lndiana, athletic exams for high school students, and written countless medical
reports for workers compensation and auto accident injuries. Chiropractors are
trained as primary care portal of entry physicians. We do not prescribe
pharmaceuticals or perform surgical procedures. We have been fully trained to
recognize when referral to medical specialists is necessary.

Chiropractors are interested in treating the neuromusculoskeletal system of the
body, and can best do so with a clear scope of practice law. Here in Hawaii the
public is best sewed by updating that law so that it reflects the education
received by chiropractors and is on par with other states.

Many doctors of chiropractic have advanced training or specialization in
orthopedics, neurology, nutrition, radiology, or sports injury. Chiropractors and
the public we serve will benefit from an updated Scope of Practice act.
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We are asking this committee to recognize the chiropractic scope of practice as it
is meant to be practiced today according to our education, certification, and
license.

I strongly suggest this committee pass SB 2478 HD1

Sincerely,

Dr. Willems
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Edward de Deo DC
5470 Koloa Rd 2F

PO Box 388
Koloa, Hi 96756

aoa 346-7730 (C)
March 31, 2014

To: House Consumer Protection & Commerce Committee
Chair Rep Angus McKe|vey,
April 2, 2014, 2:10 pm

My Testimony Supporting S5 2478 HD1

Hello Rep McKelvey and Committee Members:

l am a 29 year practicing Doctor of Chiropractic on the island of Kauai.
l have also sewed as Vice President of the Hawaii State Chiropractic
Association and as Kauai Island Director for many years.
Upon reviewing the proposed bill SB 2478 HD1, l‘m happy to see the
inclusion of many merits that would recommend it for implementation in the
State of Hawaii.
To my eye it embodies an accurate, up-to-date description of the scope
and limits of current 21 st century Chiropractic Practice. This bill will act as a
true and honest assessment of the capacities that the thoroughly trained
Chiropractor gleans from the multi-year education process followed by the
rigorous National Board of Examiners testing criteria (that all doctors must
pass before beginning their career of service)‘

Thank you in advance for your wise support of this most worthy bill.

Edward de Deo, DC
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DR. SHANT], D.C., |N(I
P. O. Box 1336?, Honolulu, ll] 96823

HOUSE CONSl_IMER_PRO'l'l;'C'ljlON 8; (‘()M\/ll1RCFI §_§)_MMlTTl¢J~l

Rep. Angus r\1cKelvey, Chair

l)ATF.: Wednesday April '2, Z014
TIME: 2:10 AM
PLACE: Confcrc-ncc Room .__blQ .!\

TESI‘lMOl\‘Y IN SUPPORT OF SB 2478 HI)!

Ucur Chair Mc Kelvcy and riternbcrs or the committee:

I am Dr. Sandee Shanti. D.C., and a practicing Doctor of Chiropractic here on Oahu. l haw bccn
practicing chiropractic for 16 years now. I am the Ambassador (State Representatixe) to the
Suzie of}<lawaii from Life University. School ofChiropraclic in Georgia, l am currently the
Oahu lsland Director tcr the Hawaii State Chiropractic Board. l have previously held the cffice
on the llaviaji State PTSA Board. as the State llcallh and Safety Director. I have also held the
Vicc President position on the l-luwuii Stale Chiropmctic Board.

Alter reading SB 2478-HDL l nriderslaml that the purpn~:c of this hill is to update the Ilawuii
Chiropractic Practice Act by clarifying the scope of practice oftoda)"'s chiropractic prot‘;ss.on.
SB Z478~llDl is clear in that it is NOT an expansion of our practice act, it just unites Hawaii's
.~\dmir1isu-arinn rules to national chiropractic standards of‘ practice in the 21st century.

1 his bill would bring the practice act in line with the CCE regulations required through the
United States Department of Education to accredit Doctor nfljhirnprnctic degree programs. the
curricula of the accredited chiropractic colleges, the high standards of the National Board
Examinations. and with llz1waii's Administrative rules describing the practice o1‘chiropract1c.

All accredited Chiropractic Colleges and Universities must maintain a set ofhigh strmclards
dictated by the Council on Chiropractic Education (CCE) in order to maintain their accredhation.
The C(‘ll is the only agency recognized by the United States Department of Education to
accredit Doctor of Chiropractic degree programs. The CCH IS approved and rcgululcd by our
lfederal Govemment,

A graduate from an accredited Chiropractic College or University cannot sit the National Boards
tmlcss the graduate is from an accredited Chiropractic College or Uni\*ersit_». The National

J
.’i
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Board of Chiropractic hztamincrs, administers comprehensive testing to ensure that all graduatcs
have the knowledge and expertise to prufessionaliy pcrfumi the duties olia Cltiropractic
Physician — just as the medical doctors must pass their boards.

Chitoprilclic is the third—largest rioctoral lcvcl healthcarc profession in the country. behind only
MUS and dentists. Chiropractors are already regarded as physicians in ALL Fcdcral programs
such us Medicare, DOT commercial driver liccnsc cxainincrs. on in ililary bases as chiropractic
pltys,ci-ans. in many private healthcan: plans, and in state programs like vi 0rl\cr.<' compensation
(Jvcr .1 t:lo7.t'-rt nlltct‘ slates alrcucly clcline Cll.lIO])[i.|0lUl’3 as chiropractic pltysicizttts.

'l iii: current Scope of Practice Act is out ofdale lo what our educations has been and currently is
by tltc standmls set by the LTCI-L and National Board of(‘hiropracttc Examiners. tinder the .
current Hawaii Scope ot'Practice Act. we are not allowed to practice at what is considered the
standard of care nationally. The current Practice Act prevents us from offering our patients total
health care which is the essence of chiropractic. Chiropractic was never about thc spine only but
about the ncuromusculoskcletul system ofthe whole body. Mainly on Lltc imolvcmcnt of
correcting the nervous system so that the body may regain its optimal nerve tio\~_. enabling llie
bodies ability to heal itself through the improved rtewc flow to the entire bod_\'.

I am in support 0iTSB 2478-l~IDl, to update the scope of practice for chiropractic to reflect
stimcarés. practices, and terminology accepted by the National Board of Chiropractic lixaiitincrs;
which is the lestitig/cxEl.t'nining Board that the State of Hawaii relics upon for it‘s licensurc of
Doctors of Chiropractic in Hawaii Nei.

SBZ478-Hill will bring the Doctors of Chiropractic in ihc State olillawaii up to national
st aneards; which will improxc the health of our communities. l thank you for your time and urge
you to please consider approving this Bill.

l would likc to make :1 point about DI. Michael Me Lean, D.C. of Virginia Beach. Virginia. Hc
is currcntly the President ofthe [CA ilnteniationzil Chiropractic Association), and docs maintain
at DC license in the Slate oliliuwaii. Dr. Michael Mcl.can, while testifying in Hawaii, is not :1
resident ofllawaii. Ilc resides in Virginia Beach. VA. where his practice is also located. He is
only an occasional visitor to llawaii. He does not vole in the Stale of Hawaii. yct is atlenipting
to manipulate policy-making in Hawaii by testifying before you. The passage of this bili will not
affect his life or his practice. but his testimony is aflcmpting to affect our local laws and doctors
who live and work here. There are more than 6(J,l)0(I chiropractors in the U.S. Dr. Mcl_,can
represents only about 8% ofpr.icLtcing chiropractors in the country turd tnaybc only 4 ‘lb of the
chiropractors in Hawaii.

As liar as Dr. Nick ()pie‘s testimony. His testimony docs not rcflcct the practice and philosophy
of the majority ofcliiropractors in Hawaii, nor the rest ofthc country. Dr. O pic has had .1 very
long and excellent carccr in chiropractic. He went to school long before the requirements ofa
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BA or BS prior m cmcring a chiropractic Ul1i\'Cl’biL§', lhu many (‘CH5 rcq uiremcms and
Icgulatiuns on approved chiropractic universities and the five National Boards Exmns Ihal we
must take for approvcd liccnsure. Un[urLunaLelj;. he has been relirczl for some zimc and not
ntivnl)" involved with chiropractic urliwrsitifis in Lhe recent years. Hc would bc lhntmtic in Lhnl
L-.'I|dca\'0r! His views, though. are a biz skcvvcd by a wry n:m'0\vv1ew -wfchimpraclic that l1asn'1
:\'oIvcd smcc the early l9Ulr's_ whereas the education and training 0fChiI‘0p1'dC101'S in accredited
wllcgcs have advanced beyond Lhosc earl) funriamental beliefs. Chiropractic has bcuumu
inlcgratcd in most |arge—sc<\lc hcalthcare programs because of the continua} im;-rovcnnenl ufour
cduuafiion and training.

Fhank for Lhff 0ppOTl.l11iI_\’ lfl tcslify in sumlort of SB Z478-HDI, I URGE YOU TO PLEASF.
SUPPORT THIS BILL. MAHALO

Sincerely. -"‘ A1.

wk
‘»-'01-. Sundae Shanriv nc,
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LATE
Dear Representatives McKelvey, Kawakami, and Committee Members of
Consumer Protection & Commerce,

My name is Nicholas Opie, DC, a chiropractor practicing in Kailua for over 33
years. I am the past Chairman of the Hawaii State Board of Chiropractic
Examiners, and also serve my profession as the Hawaii Representative to the
Intemational Chiropractors Association.

I am in support of SB 2478 HD1 since it came out of the Committee on Health. I
had previously been opposed to the language originally used to draft this
Bill. Also I have worked with Dr. Michael McLean of Lahaina to further improve
the language of SB 2478 HD1 to avoid duplication of several phrases and make
minor adjustments to the Bill, mainly to Section 1.

We find it problematic where in first sentence reads . . . of the body and the
treatment of the human body by the application of. . . clinical nutrition
methods . . . This could be construed to say that chiropractors could treat the
whole body and its diseases with clinical nutrition. I recommend inserting the
word same as below to specify "treatment of the joints and tissues ofthe human
body‘ which is more consistent with neuromusculoskeletal conditions and the
intent of this Bill.

Also the phrase which begins with, "Chiropractic is a portal of entry . . . whose
practice includes all hygienic, sanitary, and therapeutic . . . " Obviously
chiropractors can't possibly practice all therapeutic measures. So my suggestion
is to delete the word a_H.

I would also suggest adding the words "the oral administration of clinical
nutrition" There are a few chiropractors on the mainland who advocate using
injections to administer vitamins and supplements. This language would prevent
that.

Dr. McLean and I offer the following amended language which is more clear and
concise, while keeping the meaning and intention of SB2478 HD1. I have looked
at most state laws regarding chiropractic practice and find that many states have
language very similarto my proposal. It is my opinion that this amended Bill for
HRS 442-1 will allow the best practice of chiropractic for Hawaii. For your
committees consideration may I offer the following:

"§442-1 Chiropractic defined. Chiropractic is the system of specific
adiustment or manipulation of the ioints and tissues of the human body
and the treatment of same bv the application of manipulative, manuaI._
mechanicalqahysical modalities. or clinical nutritional methods for which



those persons licensed under this chapter are trained. Chiropractic is a
portal of entrv for consumers to obtain services from licensees whose
practice includes hygienic. sanitary, and therapeutic measures incident
to humans.

A person licensed to practice underthis chapter mav examine. analyze
diagnose. and treat the human bodv to:
Correct, relieve. or prevent neuromusculoskeletal conditions bv any
physical. electrical. or thermal method;
Use or recommend the oral administration of clinical nutrition;
Use or order diagnostic imaging;
Use or order laboratory testing;
Use anv other general method of examination for diagnosis and
analvsis taught in an accredited college of chiropractic which has been
recognized and approved by the State Board of Chiropractic Examiners
in accordance with this chapter and rules adopted pursuant to this
chapter;
Provided that licensees shall not perform surgery or direct the use of
legend drugs.

I have no objections to Section 2 or Section 3. In fact chiropractors are

considered physicians under the medicare laws, and many other state laws

include the term "Chiropractic Physician" as being synonymous with

chiropractor, D.C., and Doctor of Chiropractic.

Thank you for considering my comments and suggestions. I can be reached at

(808) 261-3557 and would gladly be available for any questions.
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